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Welcome to our
2023 programme!

All our events are open to everyone, whether a member of the
Society or not. If you would like to know more about us or,
perhaps, are thinking of becoming a member, please look at our
website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk

As we go to press, we are planning to hold all our monthly
talks face-to-face at the Eden Centre, Grovewood Rd,
Malvern, WR14 1GD. However, the pandemic is still with
us and may influence how, and when, we can offer our events.
Our monthly newsletter for members will contain details of
all forthcoming events in that month and is also an important
source of information about any changes made necessary by the
Covid-19 situation. Changes will also be posted on the website
and those who have pre-booked for visits will be notified
individually, if necessary.

Booking arrangements for our , town walks
and local visits will be via the on-line platform TicketSource;
please see the information on the next page about how to apply,
which also appears on our website.

NB: bookings for the 2023 programme will open on 1st
February.

Monthly talks are held on the second Friday of each month
and begin at 7.30 pm. Refreshments will be provided from
7.00 pm, included in the charge of £3 for members and £5 for
non-members.

. There will be eight Country Walks during
2023, taking place on Saturday 18 March, Thursday 20 April,
Saturday 20 May, Saturday 17 June, Saturday 15 July, Thursday
14 September, Saturday 14 October and finally a post-Christmas
walk on Thursday 28 December. Walks on Saturdays will start
at 10.00 am and the Thursday walks will begin at 2.00 pm.
There will be a mixture of demanding, moderate and relatively
easy walks. There is no charge for participating in our walks
and details of each walk will be given in the Society’s monthly
newsletter to members and on the website. Please book each
walk on TicketSource and do not simply arrive on the day!

For further information, please contact Christopher Barnett
on countrywalks@malverncivicsociety.org.uk

Weekly town walks, from Easter to autumn, start from the
Tourist Information Centre (TIC) at 10.30 am on Saturday



and Monday mornings. The current fee is £5 per adult (may be
subject to change); children under 14 go free.

For groups of more than 10 people, please book
beforehand at the TIC. Coordinator Lesley Cutler can be
contacted on lesleyc.cutler@btinternet.com

Local visits are held during spring, summer and autumn and
usually involve using your own transport, or a car share, and we
ask that bookings are made at least 14 days in advance, using
TicketSource.

For terms and conditions, including our cancellation
policy, please see the Society’s website.

Great Malvern

For country walks, town walks and local visits, bookings
open on 1 February; please go to Malvern Civic Society
event tickets from TicketSource to book your tickets (they
will add a small booking fee to each transaction. You can
also access the link via our website. Payment can be via debit
or credit cards. They will email you a ticket, which should
then be printed off. TicketSource offers a telephone box
office service, which is open Monday to Friday 9.00 am-
7.00 pm and Saturday 9.00 am—5.00 pm. The customer will
be charged a £1.50 telephone service fee on top of the ticket

price and booking fee. Tel: 0333 666 4466.
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Diary of Events 2023

TALK

TALK

TALK

January

Friday 13 January. Talk: The Victorian Boarding
Houses in Malvern

To be given by Faith Renger. Faith has been curator
of the Malvern Museum since 1981, caring for the
collections and undertaking archive responsibilities, as
well as managing and creating all the displays. Alongside
this role, she was a history teacher at the Chase School.
She has written several short books on aspects of
Malvern’s history and gives talks on local history.

February

Friday 10 February. Talk: Hop and Fruit Farming
in the Malvern Hills

To be given by Alison Capper. Alison grows fruit and
hops on a 200-year-old family farm in Worcestershire.
She will tell us about the challenges and opportunities
facing British fruit and vegetable growers, from access to a
seasonal workforce to a changing climate. She is a Nufhield
scholar and has been chair of the NFU Horticulture and
Potatoes Board for six years, is a director of the British
Hop Association, and chair of British Apples and Pears.

March

Friday 10 March. Talk: The Severn Treescapes
Project

To be given by Mandy Leivers. This project aims to
create a connected 60-mile corridor of enhanced tree cover
from the Lower Wye Valley to the Wyre Forest, building
upon the existing, but fragmented, ancient woodland
cover through the combined efforts of Worcestershire,
Herefordshire, and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trusts. Mandy
is the Severn Treescapes community engagement and

communications coordinator.

Saturday, 18 March. Country Walk

Please see the Society’s March newsletter for details, or
visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk.

10.00 am start
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TALK

Thursday 23 March. Local Visit: Worcester City
Art Gallery

We will have a visit to see the British Impressionist
Exhibition. The curator will give a talk on British
Impressionism, to be held in the Committee Room,
followed by a viewing of the gallery, with the opportunity
to ask any questions or discuss the art works.

Visit leader: Andrew Huntley

Price: £5 plus booking fee

Maximum number: 20

Start: 2.00 pm

Finish: ¢.3.30 pm

Address: Foregate Street, Worcester, WR1 1DT.

Transport: Own transport/car share or rail option
(Foregate Street is nearest station)

April
Friday 14 April. Talk: Enclosure in the English
Midlands (Every Common’s Gone and Traps are
Set to Kill)

To be given by Dr Richard Churchley. Richard is a
musician and historical researcher. He was awarded a
doctorate at the University of Birmingham for his study of
occupations in the Alcester and Redditch area 1660-1840.
He has published many articles/booklets on local and
family history. Richard was awarded the Individual Prize for
Promoting the History of Worcestershire in 2018.

Thursday 20 April. Country Walk

Please sce the Society’s April newsletter for details, or
visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk

2.00 pm start
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LOCAL VISIT

HOLIDAY
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Harvington Hall )

Wednesday 26 April. Local Visit:
Harvington Hall

We will have a guided tour of this moated medieval and
Elizabethan manor house, known for its numerous priests’
holes (seven, more than any other manor house in England)
and learn about its history, with an opportunity to see its
collection of rare Elizabethan wall paintings.

Visit leader: Phil Halling

Price: £11 plus booking fee. (Historic House members
FOCQ)

Maximum number: 20

Start: 2.00 pm

Finish: ¢.5.00 pm

Address: Harvington Hall Lane, Kidderminster,
DY104LR.

Transport: own transport/car share

Saturday 15 to Saturday 22 April. Overseas
Holiday to Amalfi, Italy.

Tour leader: Clive Hooper

For details and booking, please contact Clive at
clive.hooper @hotmail.co.uk

May
Thursday 11 May. Local Visit: Leominster and
the Stocktonbury Gardens

We will have a guided walk around Leominster Town
in the morning, lasting about 90 minutes, with our guide
leading us through the monastic precinct and describing
the Norman borough beside it.

We will then go on to the renowned Stocktonbury
Gardens, two miles away, where you can buy lunch in
their café (no picnics, please!) and then explore the
gardens at your leisure, or enjoy a tour of the gardens led

David Linford. Creative Commons
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LOCAL VISIT

by Tamsin Westthorpe, who is an RHS judge and director
of Stocktonbury.

Visit leader: Virginia Seddon

Price: £13, plus booking fee. Supplement for garden
tour: £6 (to be booked in advance)

Maximum number: 20

Start: 10.30 am

Finish: own choice

Transport: own transport/car share

Dovecot at Stocktonbury Gardens
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Friday 12 May. Talk: The English Country House
— Grandeur and Decline

To be given by the Hon. Gilbert Greenall CBE
DL MD. Gilbert is a senior adviser to both the UK
Government and the United Nations. He is the second
son of the 3rd Baron Daresbury. After Eton and
Sandhurst, he completed a short service commission
with the Life Guards before going to business school at
Fontainebleau where he obtained a bilingual English /
French MBA. He qualified with an MB and ChB from
Bristol University and spent ten years on and off as senior
house officer at Cheltenham General Hospital. He served
as High Sheriff of Herefordshire in 2009-10.

Saturday 20 May. Country Walk

Please see the Society’s May newsletter for details, or
visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk.

2.00 pm start.

K. Gallie. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0



[
(7))
>
-
<
v
o
-

Defford Airfield from 2,500 feet

June
Friday 9 June. Talk: Most Secret —
Defford Airfield & the Story of Airborne Radar
To be given by Tim Barney. Tim says he has always been
fascinated by military history and technology. Following
a career in the IT industry he now passes on some of the
amazing facts and stories he has come across over the years.

Saturday 17 June. Country Walk

Please sce the Society’s June newsletter for details, or
visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk.

10.00 am start.

Wednesday 21 June. Local Visit:
Historic and Fascinating Tewkesbury

The day starts with a walk around the town’s delightful
alleys with expert Steve Goodchild explaining the history
and significance of these survivors from the past. Steve
gave an excellent talk for us in 2022 and will take us to
many of the alleys mentioned in his talk. There will be
time to find a suitable lunch spot before commencing our
tour of the beautiful and historic Tewkesbury Abbey, led
by their expert guides.

Visit leaders: David and Carole Entwistle

Price: £12.00 (excluding lunch) plus booking fee.

Maximum number: 20

Start: 10.30 am

Finish: c¢.3.30 pm

Transport: Own transport or car share. There are many
public car parks throughout the town.

Refreshments: There will be approximately 1 hour 30
minutes to lunch in the town. There will be ample time
after the abbey tour to take tea and cake in the abbey tea

room or have a stroll along the banks of the rivers.

John Chorley. Creative Commons

Attribution-Share Alike 2.0



Tewkesbury Abbey 2011

FESTIVAL

-
wv
>
-
<
v
o
-

Saturday 24 June.
Start of Midsummer Malvern Festival
Please see separate programme on the website later in

the year, at malverncivicsociety.org.uk

Wednesday 28 June. Midsummer Malvern Party

Details to follow later.

July

Tuesday 11 July. Local Visit:
Behind the Scenes at St Richard’s Hospice

We will visit St Richard’s Hospice to hear how it cares
for those in our community who are suffering from a life-
limiting illness, supporting them to live as fully as possible
to the end of their lives. We will have an introductory talk
over coffee, followed by a short tour of the facilities in the
main hospice and lunch will then be served in The Green,
the new social and therapeutic space for patients and staff.

Visit leader: Jenny Cowpe

Price: £13 plus booking fee (to include coffee and cake
on arrival and a buffet lunch)

Maximum number: 20

Start: 9.45 am

Finish: ¢.2.00 pm after lunch

Address: Wildwood Drive, Worcester, WRS 2QT.

Transport: own transport/car share

Saffron Blaze. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0
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“St Richard’s Hospice

Friday 14 July. Talk: The Donkey Shed and
Other Malvern Hills Matters

To be given by Beck Baker. Beck is the community and
conservation officer of the Malvern Hills Trust, who will
give us an update on issues she thinks will be of particular

interest to us.

Saturday 15 July. Country Walk
Please sce the Society’s July newsletter for details, or visit
the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk

10.00 am start

August

Wednesday 9 August. Local Visit: Behind the
Scenes at Malvern College

We will start in the central school building with an
introduction on ‘How Malvern College Works’ by Paul
Godsland, a former housemaster and deputy headmaster
of the school. This will be followed by a tour of the
school. Radar was developed at Malvern and there will
be an opportunity to see the office of A. P. Rowe, chief
superintendent of TRE (Telecommunications Research
Establishment) where the ‘Sunday Soviets’ took place. The
tour will also include other school buildings. The visit will
finish with tea.

Visit leader: Andrew Huntley

Price: £11.50 plus booking fee

Maximum number: 25

Start: 2.30 pm

Finish: ¢.4.30 pm

Address: College Road, Malvern, WR14 3DFE.

Transport: Own transport/car share



TALK
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Malvern College, aerial view

Friday 11 August. Talk: Promotion of
Civic Awareness in Action

To be given by Professor David Evans. David will give
us examples of what other Civic Societies have done
around the country to enhance their local area. He is a
board member and trustee of Civic Voice and a member
of the steering group of ACT (the Alliance of Historic
Cathedral Cities and Towns) and HTVF (Historic Towns
and Villages Forum), who have been working on the
report on balancing heritage and growth.

Thursday 17 August. Local Visit:
Bournville Village and Birmingham University
(the Barber Institute)

In the morning we will visit Bournville Village for
awalking tour of the famous village green, guided by
the Selly Manor organisation and including a talk on
the history of Selly Manor and the development of
Bournville Village.

We then take the short trip to Birmingham University
to look around the art collections in the Barber Institute
during the afternoon.

Visit leaders: Alan and Virginia Seddon

Price: £13 (excluding lunch, own picnic/arrangements)
plus booking fee.

Maximum number: 20

Start: TBA

Finish: TBA

Address: 350 Bournville Lane, Birmingham, B30 1QY

Transport: Own transport/car share or rail

Mark Connell. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0



September
Wednesday 6 September. Local Visit:
Nicholson Organs

We will visit this famous firm of organ builders and
have a guided tour, during which its fascinating history,
dating back to the early years of the nineteenth century,
will be explained.

Visit leader: Ann Bartlett

Price: £6 plus booking fee

LOCAL VISIT

Maximum number: 30

Start: 2.00 pm

Finish: c.4.00 pm

Address: Lower Interfields, Malvern, WR14 1UU
Transport: Own transport/car share
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TALK

TALK

Friday 8 September. Talk: Tolkien’s Connections
with Malvern

To be given by Dr Bradley Wells. Bradley will talk about
J. R.R. Tolkien, the twentieth-century literary genius and
famous author in the realm of fantasy novels 7he Hobbit
and The Lord Of The
Rings and his understated
connections with the
Malvern Hills and Great
Malvern.

Dr Bradley Wells
is head of English at
Malvern College and
also head of Academic
Scholarship. He has

an insightful academic g /
knowledge about Tolkien.

Friday 8 to Sunday 17 September.
Heritage Open Days

Please see separate programme later in the year on the
website at malverncivicsociety.org.uk

Thursday 14 September. Heritage Open Days
Country Walk
Please sce the Society’s September newsletter for details,

or visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk.

2.00 pm start.
October
Friday 13 October. Talk: A Literary Trail
Around the Malverns

To be given by Mary Constable LGSM. Mary originally
wrote a guide in 1996 to the many literary connections
around the Malvern Hills area, which was then used as
a basis by Malvern Hills AONB for a later publication,
which changed the emphasis to reflect the various authors’
relationships with the landscape.

Mary ran the Speech and Drama Department at
Malvern College from 1991, lives in West Malvern, and
contributes to the Ledbury Poetry Festival.
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Saturday 14 October. Country Walk

Please sce the Society’s October newsletter for details,
or visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk.

2.00 pm start.

Wednesday 18 October. Local Visit:
Gordon Russell Design Museum

We will be given a guided tour of the museum, which
lasts about one hour. Gordon Russell was at the forefront of
furniture design inspired by the Arts & Crafts movement.
In the 1940s, he was responsible for the national
production of Utility Furniture as well as constructing wind
tunnel models of the Spitfire and other planes.

As you will know, Broadway is an attractive small town
with plenty of shops, tea shops and places to eat. After the
tour, the plan is to have a short walk around the centre of
Broadway (about 30 minutes).

Visit leader: Andrew Huntley

Price: £7.50 plus booking fee

Maximum number: 30

Start: 2.30 pm

Finish: ¢.4.30 pm

Address: Broadway, WR12 7RP

Transport: Own transport/car share

November
Friday 10 November. Society AGM
Full details will be available in the October newsletter.
7.30 pm start.

December
Early December. Christmas Party
Date TBA later.

Thursday 28 December. Christmas/New Year
Country Walk

Please see the Society’s December newsletter for details,
or visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk

10.00 am start.



Executive Committee 2023

President: Dr John Harcup OBE
president@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 438 097
Chairman: Andrew Huntley
chairman@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 899 455
Vice Chairman: Katharine Barber
vicechair@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 566 249
Treasurer: Jackie Oakey
treasurer@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 575 957

Committee Members:
Alan Cowpe

membership@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 569 520
Jenny Cowpe

events@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 569 520
Stephen Goodenough

planning@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 567 150
Brian Iles

plaques@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 575 336
Michael Pritchard

railways@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 310 149
Roger Sutton

midsummermalvern@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 565 273

bookings

Non-Committee Members with special responsibilities:
Elizabeth Adlam

trees@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 892 425
Christopher Barnett

countrywalks@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 07714 215455
Jan Condon

archives@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 866210
Lesley Cutler

townwalks@malverncivicsociety.org.uk 01684 561 013
Felicity Ebsworth

civicawards@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 560 019
Carole Entwistle*

07492 689082
Alan Seddon

talks@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 541 547

* Responsible for the society’s Facebook page.



The Aims of the Civic Society

To conserve, protect and improve the built and natural
environment, as well as the infrastructure, of Malvern and the
surrounding countryside.

To encourage and promote high standards of planning and
architectural design for the enhancement, general improvement
and appearance of Malvern and the surrounding area.

To support and promote initiatives which encourage the

development of a strong and active community.

Planning and Awards

Throughout the year, our Planning Sub-Committee meets
regularly and keeps a watchful eye on all new planning
applications, aiming to ensure that over-development does not
occur and opposing proposals that are considered insensitive or
inappropriate in relation to the existing built environment.

To further this aim, the Society has an annual Award
Scheme to promote good-quality design of buildings in the

Malvern area.

Plaques

The Society is responsible for researching and displaying blue
plaques to commemorate the historic associations of famous
people who, in the past, lived in Malvern.

The green plaques to be seen around town are dedicated to

those associated with the nineteenth-century Water Cure.

Membership

Now in its 65th year, the Malvern Civic Society was founded
in 1958 and is an active, community organisation and a
registered charity. It is entirely independent, with members
drawn from across the area and beyond, who all care about
Malvern, value its past and wish to protect its future. If you
would like to join, please follow the Join Us link on our
website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk

Toposcopeon the.Beacon with sunset, MalveriHills
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