Malvern History and Heritage

MIDSUMMER MALVERN 2022
25th June to 3rd July

Booking essential via TicketSource
Bookings, unless otherwise stated, go to
www.ticketsource.co.uk/malverncivic-society to book your tickets (They
will add a small booking fee to each
transaction) Payment will be via debit or
credit cards. They will email you a ticket
which should then be printed off. TicketSource offers a Telephone
Box Office Service which is open Monday to Friday 9am - 7pm
and Saturday 9am - 5pm. The customer would be charged a £1.50
telephone service fee on top of the ticket price and booking fee.
0333 666 4466.

Grange Farm Nursery
specialist plant centre
Guarlford, Malvern, Worcestershire, WR13 6NT
01684 562 544 •grangefmnursery@btconnect.com

Open
Monday to Saturday
9.00am - 5.30pm
Closed on Sundays
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Great Malvern Station
The station is one of the major projects being undertaken by the Civic Society
in conjunction with Network Rail, Great Western Trains and the Railway
Heritage Trust.
Much work has been done over several years to emphasise the importance
of the Worm – the corridor linking the Station with the old Imperial Hotel.
2021 saw the renovation of the clock and replacement of the old clockwork
mechanism with an electric motor.

It is planned to renovate the Waiting Room on the Up Platform in 2022
and set up an exhibition of local memorabilia including pictures of the Radar
Establishment during WWII.
At the same time, Network Rail plan to repaint the Station and install
replica Victorian lighting.
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Book Signing by two local authors:

Alan Frost & Sheila Allen
at the Great Malvern Hotel on

June 25th & July 2nd 2022
From 10.00 – 4.00pm each day
Please come and see us.

Malvern Link Open Gardens
18/19th June
2.00pm to 5.00 pm each day
Refreshments available in some gardens
Information will be posted on our website (www.mlwc.church)
and on our social media platforms.
Tickets can be purchased on the days from Ascension Church Hall, on Somers
Park Avenue. They will incorporate a map showing the locations of the gardens.

Malvern Town Tours
Every Saturday and Monday, 10.30am
Start from the Tourist Information Centre,
Church Street
Civic Society Guides
Learn about the small town with a big history:
the Water Cure, the Priory, Elgar, the theatre and
much more!
Entertaining and informative.
(Unsuitable for those with mobility issues.)
£5 per head
Book using TicketSource or from the TIC
Page 4

Malvern Priory Tours
Guided tours of Malvern Priory will be held regularly
during the week - see schedule for details. They are
organised by the Friends of Malvern Priory.
St. Anne’s Chapel contains some of the Priory’s finest
medieval glass, but its lead roof is in poor repair and now some of the
roof timbers have been identified as rotten. The roof has been patched on
numerous occasions over the years, but
the old lead is thin and needs replacing.
The Friends of Malvern Priory are
supporting the repair and re-leading of
this roof to make it watertight for many
years to come and all the proceeds from
these tours will go towards this essential
project.
The Creation Window in St. Anne’s
Chapel is the first of the three Old Testament windows to be protected,
repaired and restored by York Glaziers Trust this year
following a successful Appeal by the Friends.
Tickets £5, under 14s free
Meet inside the Church by the font

Malvern/Marianske Lazne Community Partnership
This year we are celebrating the tenth anniversary of the Partnership
between the Malvern Town Council and the town of Marianske
Lazne in the south west of the Czech Republic.
Reciprocal events have been curtailed for the last two years due to
the pandemic but we hope to resume this year and welcome the
Mayor of Marianske Lazne to our Midsummer Malvern celebrations
Opening of a display and exhibition in Malvern Library
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Throughout the Week
THE CHANGING FACE OF MALVERN
Malvern Library
Staged by the Malvern Museum
History and heritage go hand in hand. The
history of Malvern is what happened in
the past and its heritage is the landscape,
buildings, traditions and objects that have
been passed down to us and that we value
today.
Our heritage is a reminder of our past;
sometimes it is preserved, but sometimes it
is lost.
Using images from the collections of
Malvern Museum of Local History and
Malvern Library, this exhibition, curated
by Cora Weaver and Ann Backhouse, not
only illustrates the changing face of Malvern over the past 200 years, but also
challenges our thinking about what heritage really is.
Is heritage permanent or does it change?
Is one’s idea of heritage based on
nostalgia and reminiscence?
Are changes to our heritage acceptable?
How do we decide?
Are we creating tomorrow’s heritage
today?
Come and make up your own mind.
The Exhibition can be found downstairs
adjacent to the newly opened cafe Cup ‘n
Book. It will be open when the library is
open and will remain in situ until the end
of July 2022.
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On page 6, the original 1850s
gothic red-brick Hardwicke House in
Abbey Road. On the right, Hardwicke
House - the 1966 International
Modernist replacement. Each building
is representative of an architectural
genre of its time and, as long as it
stands, will also represent Malvern’s
built heritage.

Civic Society Architectural Awards
The Malvern Civic Society has, for some thirty years, made an
annual award for a new or renovated property which adds to,
or enhances, Malvern`s developed environment.
Properties should be within a five-mile radius of Great
Malvern's centre, and, to qualify for this year`s nomination,
work on the property must have been completed by 31st December 2021. The
award is made in the form of a small plaque and is highly regarded by all those
involved with the winning project.

Theatre Tours
The tours last 90 minutes finishing in the bistro or circle bar for tea/coffee
with scones or cake. Included in the tour you will visit the backstage areas
of both theatres not normally seen by general public, be allowed to walk on
both stages and ask any questions you may have about the history of the
theatre of our knowledgable tour guides.
The building is open from 11.30 and the tours start at 12.30pm.
The tour costs £15 per person.
Booking through Theatre Box Office
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ety please contact Alan Cowpe, Membership Secretary.

membership@malverncivicsociety.org.uk

JOIN THE CIVIC SOCIETY

The annual fee per person is £10
To join the Society please contact
wide programme of civic and community events organised under the
Alan Cowpe, Membership Secretary.
mbrella organisation of the civic society movement in England, which
membership@malverncivicsociety.org.uk
has two hundred and fifty members.

Civic Week is part of a countrywide programme of civic and community

es a core programme of walks, talks and events, it is the opportunity
events organised under the auspices of Civic Voice. While the Civic
he area to showcase their activities and benefit from the publicity.

Society, which has 350 members, arranges a core programme of walks,
years, more
than
donated to local
charities. groups in the area
talks
and£15,000
events,has
it isbeen
the opportunity
for community
to showcase their activities and benefit from the
publicity. Over the past eleven years, more than
£15,000 has been donated to local charities.
Charity Number 111 7906
www.malverncivicsociety.org.uk

cover was commissioned from Kate Wrigglesworth.
01299 405 829
Kate.wrigglesworth@talktalk.net
www.katewrigglesworth.co.uk

Page 8

Saturday 25th June – Opening Ceremony – Priory Park
10.30am – 3.00pm Jazz in the Park
MacCourt Jazz Group, The Bandstand, Priory Park
The line up of The Michael MacCourt
Trio with special guest Matt Seddon:
Michael MacCourt - Drums
Dougie Hill – Bass
Chris Outhwaite – piano
Matt Seddon – Trombone
Led by their drummer, Michael, this ensemble met at the Junior Royal
Birmingham Conservatoire and having enjoyed their music so much last year,
we have invited them back again.
Please bring a picnic, buy an ice cream, get a coffee in the Bistro and spend
time in a lovely park listening to jazz spread over 4 ½ hours, courtesy of
the Malvern Civic Society. Great cakes provided by West Malvern WI from
10.30am. Payment in CASH please.
11.00am Opening Ceremony
Welcome by President Dr John Harcup OBE. The opening ceremony will be
carried out by the Deputy Mayor of Malvern, Coun Clive Hooper
11.15am Presentation of the Society Civic Awards
This will be carried out by the Chairman of the Malvern Hills District
Council, Coun John Michael

Town Tours

10.30am
Start from the Tourist Information Centre, Church Street
Tickets £5 – under 14 free
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Sunday 26th June

Armed Forces Day
From 12noon – 4.30pm, Priory Park, featuring music, family
entertainment and involvement from local youth groups and charities
https://www.armedforcesday.org.uk
Armed Forces Day is a chance to show your support for the men and women
who make up the Armed Forces community: from currently serving troops
to Service families, veterans and cadets. There are many ways for people,
communities and organisations across the country to show their support and
get involved, from attending an event or joining us online to throwing a party
or local event.

Sunday 26th June

Theatre Tour
12.30pm Malvern Theatre
Tickets £15 including Refreshments.
Booking through Malvern Theatre Box Office
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History Walk
2.30pm

On the Edge of Malvern Wells and Little Malvern

Leader
Length of walk
Grade of Walk
Meeting location
Grid reference
Post Code
Walk details

Peter Clement
3 miles about 2+ hours
Moderate
Car Park at St Wulstans Local Nature Reserve
SO 78054142
WR14 4JA
The route is mainly footpaths and roads with some track
and fields to cross. There are some steep sections. There are
2 stiles. Stout walking boots or shoes are recommended.
Plus interesting historical details of the area.
Tickets £5

Friends of Malvern Priory
6.30pm

Choral Evensong

Preacher: Mary Weatherill. Music directed by Piers Maxim
Followed by drinks and nibbles

Midsummer Miscellany
7.00pm

Elmslie House

Midsummer Miscellany – music from Margaret
and Carleton Tarr and friends to relax
and enjoy with a glass of wine.
Music by Haydn, Mozart and more.
Tickets £7.50 (not including wine)
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Monday 27th June

Town Tour
10.30

Great Malvern

Depart from the Tourist Office, Church Street.
Tickets £5

Priory Tour
10.30pm Malvern Priory
Meet at North door, Malvern Priory
Tickets £5

A Talk on Wild Swimming
1.30pm

By Jackie Sole
The Cube Green Room

“Swimming is a rite of passage, a crossing of boundaries: the line of the shore,
the bank of the river, the edge of the pool, the surface itself, when you enter
the water, something like metamorphosis happens. Leaving behind the land,
you go through the looking-glass surface and enter a new world”. Roger
Deakin, Waterlog (1999).
This is a short talk with a few slides to help you get started with some
of the practical aspects of swimming outdoors. It will include where to go
locally, who to go with, what to take with you, what to worry
about and last but not least, the multitude of benefits for your
health!
Tickets £5
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Dudley Brook Tree Walk in Priory Park
2.30pm

by Dr Elizabeth Adlam

This Tree Trail was set up in memory of Dudley Brook, a much loved member
of the Malvern Community. Here there are twenty trees planted
in Victorian times with world wide origins to see and enjoy.
Meet at the Bandstand
Tickets £5

Tuesday 28th Jun
Malvern Hills Trust Walk
10.00am at Tank Quarry car park
4 miles. Hard – steep paths in places – 2 hours
Uncovering hidden heritage. From
abandoned Victorian gardens and donkey
sheds to ancient archaeology, this walk
takes in some of the hidden heritage of
the northern Hills. Step back in time and
discover more about the people who shaped
the history of this area.
No charge – donations welcome

10.30am Malvern Priory

Priory Tour

Meet at North door, Malvern Priory
Tickets £5
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MIDSUMMER MALVERN
PROGRAMME 2022
18/19 June
2.00pm/5.00pm

Malvern Link Open Gardens

Saturday 25 June
10.30am/3.00pm
11.00am
10.30am
10.00/4.00pm

MacCourt Jazz Group
Opening Ceremony
Civic awards Presentation
Town Walk
Alan Frost/Sheila Allen Book Signing

Sunday 26 June
12noon
12.30pm
2.30pm
6.30pm
7.00pm

Armed Forces Day
Theatre tour
Malvern Wells Walk
Friend’s Choral Evensong
Midsummer Miscellany

Monday 27 June
10.30am
10.30am
1.30pm
2.30pm

Town Walk
Priory Tour
Wild Swimming Talk
Priory Park Tree Walk

Tuesday 28 June
10.00am
10.30am
6.00pm
7.30pm
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Malvern Hills Trust Walk
Priory Tour
Visit the Herbery
The Transition to Green Energy in Automotive

Wednesday 29 June
10.30am
2.30pm
4.30pm

Blue Plaque Walk
West Malvern Walk
RSPB Bird Watching

Thursday 30 June
6.00pm/8.00pm

Colwall Church Evening

Friday 1 July
11.00am
7.00pm/9.00pm

Priory Tour
History of a House and Wedderburn Road

Saturday 2 July
10.00am/4.00pm
10.00am/4.00pm
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
2.30pm
6.00pm
7.00pm

Cemetery Open Day
Alan Frost/Sheila Allen Book Signing
Town Walk
Blue plaque unveiling
Priory Tour
Priory Churchyard Tree Walk
Hanley Castle Walk/Three Kings
Concert, All Saints, Malvern Wells

Sunday 3 July
12.30pm
2.30pm/4.30pm
2.30pm/5.30pm

Theatre tour
Bands in the Park
St Leonard’s Church, Newland

All Week
The Changing Face of Malvern, Malvern Library
Great Malvern Station Visit/display

From 4th July
Malvern in a Day

Display in Church/Exhibition Walk (from Wilko to Waitrose)
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Visit the Cottage Herbery, Tenbury Wells
6.00pm

This fascinating garden at Field Farm, near
Tenbury Wells, was created in and around an old
hop farmyard and planted in a contemporary
style with choice plants and grasses. The garden
is situated above the Teme Valley and has extensive views of the
surrounding countryside.
Uneven terrain.
Start: 6.00pm
Finish c8.30pm
Own transport
Tickets £11 – refreshments
included in the price.

Page 16

The Transition to Green Energy in Automotive
7.30pm

At The Forum,
Malvern Theatres
Tickets £11.20
Book through
Malvern Theatres

Page 17

Wednesday 29th June

Wednesday 29th Ju

Blue Plaque Walk

10.30
Blue Plaque
Start
at
the
Elgar Fou
10.30am Start at the Elgar Fountain, Belle Vue Island.
One of the continuing
One of the continuing projects funded by the Civic Society is to put
up Blue
to put
up Blue Plaque
Plaques to the many well known people who either visited or
people who either vis
lived in Malvern in the past. Brian Iles, local historian, will walk the past. On this walk
will walk around som
and talk about some of the plaques in the town centre.
centre.

Tickets £5

Walk Round West Malvern

Walk Round West M
2.30pm Led by Kay an
We would start at Th
We would start at The Dingle, parking near the bus stop. The ideastop.
is to The
follow
idea is to fo
the lower hill path to the Elim shop, drop down to look at the church,
walk drop down
Elim shop,
through
Elim grounds
through Elim grounds to Brockhill Road. There are three interesting
new builds
interesting new build
to look at en route. This may take two hours.
could head back to th
The Sugar Loaf Café have agreed to stay open for
need to check with E
refreshments after the walk. Walking shoes required.
two hours.

2.30pm

Led by Kay and Richard Beach

Tickets £5

RSPB Walk
4.30pm

Starting from Tank Quarry car park

The walk will be around North Hill. It will take about an hour
and a half and will provide an opportunity to see and identify
local birds. It will be led by Fran Doidge a member of the local RSPB group.
The beginning of the walk is quite steep but it soon levels Page 19
off. Many birds will have finished nesting and we may see
some young fledglings.
Tickets £5 with the proceeds being donated to RSPB funds.
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Bird

Deta

Thursday 30th June

An Evening in Colwall Church

Start 6.00pm
A visit to the Church of St James, Colwall, one of the local Pilgrim Churches
The evening will include guided tours of the Church and
Churchyard followed by a glass of wine and nibbles.
Tickets £10
Proceeds towards the Renovation Fund

Friday 1st July

Priory Tour
11.00am Malvern Priory
Meet at North door, Malvern Priory
Tickets £5

Page 19

Discovering the History of Houses in Malvern
7.00pm

The Foley Arms (Wetherspoons),
14 Worcester Road. WR14 4QS.
Time: 7.00 – 9.00 pm with interval

This lecture is for anyone who wants to discover
more about their own home or about Malvern. It is
in two parts. The first part is about how to find out
more about your home. The second part is a ‘History
of Wedderburn Road’ close to Barnard’s Green.
Speakers.
Part 1 – For both Jan Condon and Andrew Huntley, part of the fun of living in
Malvern has been to learn more about their homes.
Part 2 – Faith Renger is the curator of Malvern Museum and Catherine Banks has
co-authored ‘Barnard’s Green:Then and Now’. Both live in Wedderburn Road.
Tickets £5

Saturday 2nd July

Town Tour
10.30

Great Malvern

Depart from the Tourist Office, Church Street.
Tickets £5

Priory Tour
10.30am Malvern Priory
Meet at North door, Malvern Priory
Tickets £5
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Blue Plaque Unveiling
10.30

‘Ashcroft’, Upper Welland

When it comes to the struggle for Votes for Women,
most people will have heard of Emily Pankhurst.
Possibly too Emily Wilding Davison, who stepped to
her death in front of King George V’s horse Anmer
as it galloped round Tattenham Corner in the 1913
Derby. The horse and jockey survived, but Miss
Davison died of her injuries four days later in hospital.
However, almost equally important to the cause was
a clergyman’s daughter from Malvern, force fed so brutally in prison her voice
was permanently damaged. Elsie Howey was sent an illuminated scroll by the
Pankhurst family in honour of her bravery.
Her remarkable story features in a new book Hidden Heroines: The Feisty
Women who fought for Women’s Suffrage, which is co-authored by cultural
history specialists Dr Maggie Andrews and Dr Janis Lomas of the University
of Worcester with input from University students. It will be published by
Crowood in December to mark the centenary of the first time women voted
in a UK election.
Despite the toll campaigning and its consequences took on her frail form,
Elsie lived until 1963 and was cremated at Worcester with her ashes scattered
locally.

Priory Churchyard Tree Walk
2.30pm
Trees here have been planted during the great Malvern Water Cure time in
Victorian times. Earlier plantings have not survived but the range of trees
present today are both European and exotic representing the
Victorian love of travelling abroad.
Dr. Elizabeth Adlam
Meet at the gate onto Church Street
Tickets £5
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Hanley Castle Village Walk
6.00pm
This is the history of the local village and the
changes with time. A new look at our past
history. To be led by Ian Hardicker
The tour will conclude with a drink at the
Three Kings – not included in the price.
Meet at the Three Kings. Walking shoes
required
Tickets £5

Great Malvern Cemetery Open Day
10.00am to 4.00pm The Garden of Death
When the Cemetery was opened in 1861 as a way of relieving pressure on
Churchyards, it was carefully designed as a recreational and picnic area. The
Victorians revered their dead relatives and erected large and artistic gravestones
to mark their graves. The Cemetery itself was designed as a place which would
be visited and included ponds and seats to
encourage visitors. It remains the largest open
space in Malvern and is managed by the
Malvern Town Council.
For a number of years the Civic Society has
invested considerable effort in documenting the
graves and now has monthly volunteer working
parties to control the undergrowth and make
the Victorian part of the Cemetery accessible
to the public. The Malvern Family History
Association was given a grant from the Town
Council some years ago to digitise the burial
Page 22

records and about 1500 graves are recorded
on www.findagrave.com.
In addition to the Victorian graves, the
Cemetery has some unusual and listed
buildings which were built when it was
opened including two Chapels – one
Anglican and one for other denominations – plus a mortuary.
As was the custom of the time, a comfortable cottage was provided for the
Sexton; it is now used as a rest room for cemetery staff.
There will be one guided tour at 11.00am – tickets are £5 and
the proceeds will be given towards renovation work.
The original entrance to the Cemetery was through Wilton
Road and was fitted with impressive gates and a set of rules on a
plaque beside the entrance.
The houses in Wilton Road were built at the same time as was the Forester’s
Inn – a watering hole for undertakers’ staff and visitors alike.

Celebrate MMVC Centenary at All Saints
MMVC began life as a Quartet in Malvern Wells in 1922 so this is our
centenary year. Some 30 or more
members meet at rehearsals which
are always good humoured with the
emphasis on enjoyment (see also www.
malvernmalevoicechoir.org).
This concert will benefit the Citizens’
Advice Bureau, Malvern Food Bank and
Megan’s Kitchen?
The concert will also feature organ solos, played by John
Swindells, to mark the recent completion of this historic
instrument’s registration.
£12 with tea/coffee & biscuits
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Sunday 3rd July

Theatre Tour
12.30pm Malvern Theatre
Tickets £15 including Refreshments.
Booking through Malvern Theatre Box Office

Bands in the Park
2.30pm

Priory Park

Avonbank Brass Band (Evesham). Bring your picnic and
listen to the band from 2.30pm

St Leonard’s Church at the Beauchamp Community
From 2.30pm-5.30pm
An opportunity to see St Leonard’s Church
and view the historic Quadrangle. Tea &
coffee on sale – all proceeds
towards the continuing
restoration work
Tickets £5

Page 24

From Monday 4th July

Malvern in a Day
Exhibition in Church Walk from 4 July
2022
Together with memories to add to the
photographs taken of Malvern on one
day, 30th July 1971, by the Worcester
photographer, Michael Dowty, these
photographs show what the town looked
like at the time and record scenes from every
days life. The Dowty collections are part of
the set of historic items held by the Library
which a small team from Malvern Museum
is working on to catalogue and conserve for
the future.
Displayed in Church/Exhibition Walk (from Wilko to Waitrose)

National Gardens Scheme
25th June 12 noon – 7.00pm The Dell House, Malvern Wells
25/26 June 2.00pm – 6.00pm

The Rydd Gardens, Hanley Castle

26th June 11.00am – 5.00pm Cowleigh Lodge
26th June 12 noon – 4.00pm The Hurst, Cradley
26th June 2.00pm – 5.00pm

Old Colwall House

Page 25

The front cover art was commissioned from Kate Wrigglesworth 01299 405 829
Kate.wrigglesworth@talktalk.net www.katewrigglesworth.co.uk

Kate Wrigglesworth School of Art and Dance
ART CLASSES FOR
ADULTS
CENTRE OF THE HILLS,
6A NORTH MALVERN
ROAD,
MALVERN WR14 4LT
www.centreofthehills.c
o.uk
Suitable for beginners and for those with some experience
th

Tuesday 3.15- 4.15pm, starting 10 May
£8.50 per Class or £45.00/6 sessions
Experiment with different mediums - - watercolour, acrylic,
gouache and oil

THEME “NATURE IN ART”
Tel: 07903 592897 or kate.wrigglesworth@talktalk.net
www.katewrigglesworth.co.uk

I also run Art and Dance
classes for children on
Tuesday Morning
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU
LOVE IN MALVERN

Malvern Theatre
Wells Rd

Rd
Abbey

Worcestershire
Beacon

College Rd

Audley Ellerslie

Morgan Motor
Company

Malvern Hills

Summer Hill

RSLIE OWN YOUR RETIREMENT

AUDLEY ELLERSLIE OWN YOUR RETIREMENT

tions are easing, it’s time to take control of our lives.
Audley
Ellerslie
is an exclusive
over
60’s
development where
s an exclusive
over 60’s
development
where you can
own
your
our high valued
andown
live the
life you love.
And
youindependence
can own your
property,
keep
your highly valued
g spa town of Malvern on your doorstep, that’s now easier
independence and live the life you love. And with the charming
ble than ever. Whether you want to make the most of the local
town oftheatre,
Malvern
on your
doorstep,
that’s now easier and
s or popularspa
independent
or head
to The
Hills, a nearby
se and the perfect
point
for some
more vantage
enjoyable
than
ever.of England’s grandest
ely up to you.

Don’tone
miss
your
chance
to reserve
one of
chance to reserve
of the
stunning
properties
at
n picturesque
Malvern. properties at Audley Ellerslie in
stunning

the

picturesque Malvern. Book a private tour
today to view the new show apartments
and luxury facilities.

Call us to request an information pack or to book your tour.
01684 491 002
www.audleyvillages.co.uk/visitellerslie
*Other fees apply

203_Ellerslie Ad_115x160mm_V1.indd 1

Scan to find
out more
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