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Welcome to our 
2022 programme!

All our events are open to everyone, whether a member of the 
Society or not. If you would like to know more about us or, 
perhaps, are thinking of becoming a member, please look at 
our website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk

As we go to press, the pandemic is still with us and influencing 
how, and when, we can offer our events, which again may be 
subject to change at short notice. Our monthly newsletter 
for members will contain details of all forthcoming events in 
that month and is also an important source of information 
about any changes made necessary by the Covid-19 situation. 
Changes will also be posted on the website and those who have 
pre-booked for visits will be notified individually.

This year, we are changing our booking arrangements 
and moving to TicketSource, an online platform, which 
will be used for our country walks, town walks, local visits 
and coach/rail excursions. Please see the information at the 
bottom of this page on how to apply, which also appears on our 
website.

Monthly talks are held on the second Friday of each month 
and begin at 7.30pm. In January and February, these are being 
provided via Zoom, at no charge; we will recommence talks 
face-to-face when it is safe to do so and refreshments will be 
provided from 7pm, which are included in the charge of £2 
for members and £4 for non-members. Please check the 
newsletter for details of the venue.

Monthly country walks – there will be eight country walks 
during 2022, taking place on Saturday 19 March, Thursday 21 
April, Saturday 21 May, Saturday 18 June, Saturday 16 July, 
Thursday 15 September, Saturday 15 October and finally a 
post Christmas walk on Thursday 29 December. Walks on 
Saturdays will start at 10am and the Thursday walks will begin at 
2pm. There will be a mix of demanding, moderate and relatively 
easy walks. There is no charge for participating in our walks 
and details of each walk will be given in the Society’s monthly 
newsletter to members and on the website. Please book each 
walk on TicketSource and do not simply arrive on the day!

For further information, please contact Clive Rayment on 
countrywalks@malverncivicsociety.org.uk.



Weekly town walks, from Easter to autumn, start from the 
Tourist Information Centre (TIC) at 10.30am on Saturday and 
Monday mornings. The current fee is £5 per adult (subject to 
change); children under 14 go free. 

For groups of more than 10 people, please book beforehand 
at the TIC. Coordinator Lesley Cutler can be contacted on 
lesleyc.cutler@btinternet.com

Local visits involve using your own transport, or a car share, 
and we ask that bookings are made at least four weeks in 
advance, using TicketSource.

Coach/rail excursions. We are offering three excursions this 
year, to Birmingham in April, to Bletchley Park in May and 
to Westonbirt Arboretum and Tetbury in October. Please 
book using TicketSource.

For terms and conditions, including our cancellation policy, 
please see the Society’s website. Please also note that some 
venues are asking for evidence of a negative lateral flow test 
done immediately before your visit. Where already known, 
this is mentioned in the brochure; otherwise, please check 
details in the monthly newsletter.

For country walks, town walks, local visit and 
excursion bookings, please go to Malvern Civic Society 
event tickets from TicketSource to book your tickets 
(they will add a small booking fee to each transaction). You 
can also access the link via our website. Payment will be 
via debit or credit cards. They will email you a ticket, which 
should then be printed off. TicketSource offers a telephone 
box office service which is open Monday to Friday 9am–
7pm and Saturday 9am–5pm. The customer will be charged 
a £1.50 telephone service fee on top of the ticket price and 
booking fee. Tel: 0333 666 4466 



January
Friday 14 January. Talk via Zoom: 
Living on the Edge

Rose Hewlett’s ancestors have lived on both sides of the 
River Severn for several centuries and she will talk about 
the evolution of settlement and farming, and adaptation 
to the environment in the area, over the last 100,000 years.

February
Friday 11 February. Talk via Zoom: 
Discovering Malvern

Our president, Dr John Harcup OBE, will describe how 
he came to unearth Malvern’s fascinating history.

March
Friday 11 March. Talk (Live/Zoom): 
Malvern in the Second World War

Faith Renger will describe the importance of Malvern’s 
contribution to the war effort; from her talk, you will 
discover the interesting history behind the various armed 
forces personnel and scientists who moved to, or trained, 
in the town.

Brampton Bryan Hall
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Monday 14 March. Local Visit: 
Brampton Bryan Hall

We will have a private visit to Brampton Bryan Hall in 
North Herefordshire, the home of the prominent Harley 
family for centuries. Edward Harley is the current Lord 
Lieutenant of Herefordshire and, with his wife, will lead 
the tour around their home. The visit includes the option 
to see the historic church afterwards.

Visit leader: Andrew Huntley
Price: £16, plus booking fee 
Maximum number: 50
Start: 2.30pm in the Old Victorian Dairy.
Finish: 4.30/5pm
Transport: Own transport or car share
Refreshments: tea provided
NB: All attendees must have had a negative lateral flow 

test within 24 hours of the visit.

Saturday 19 March. Country Walk. Start: 10am
Please see the Society’s March newsletter for details, or 

visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk

April
Friday 8 April. Talk (Live): Victorian and 
Edwardian Buildings of Birmingham and the 
West Midlands

Tim Bridges is a conservation advisor for the Birmingham 
and West Midlands Victorian Society and will explore 
the nineteenth and early twentieth century architechtural 
heritage of industry, civic life, housing and places of worship 
in, and around, the city of one thousand trades, looking 
mainly at listed buildings and conservation areas.
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Thursday 21 April. Country Walk. Start: 2pm
Please see the Society’s April newsletter for details, or 

visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk

Saturday 30 April. By Rail 
BIRMINGHAM VISIT

This visit follows the April talk and provides an exciting 
opportunity to explore central Birminghan with the 
services of a professional tour guide. It will start and finish 
at New Street station and there will be a break for members 
to have lunch at a venue of their choice.

Visit leader: Clive Rayment
Price: £14 plus booking fee (excluding return rail fares 

and lunch)
Maximum number: 20
Start: TBA. Finish: TBA
Transport: rail (group travel rates available for three or 

more people).

May
Sunday 1 to Sunday 8 May. 
OVERSEAS HOLIDAY TO LAKE GARDA

Visit leader: Clive Hooper
For details and booking, please contact Clive at 

clive.hooper @hotmail.co.uk

The Malvern Hills
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Friday 13 May. Talk (Live): 
The Malvern Hills National Park

There are ever-growing public concerns about 
development of the landscape surrounding the Malvern 
Hills.

Bruce Osborne previously lived and worked in the 
Malvern area and has a long-lasting interest in the 
development of the Malvern Hills as a national park, based 
on his research carried out for the University of Sussex on 
a South Downs National Park, which was subsequently 
approved by government. He will share his thoughts about 
gaining similar status for the Malvern Hills.

Saturday 21 May. Country Walk. Start: 2pm
Please see the Society’s May newsletter for details, or 

visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk.

Saturday 28 May. Coach Visit: Bletchley Park
We will make an all-day visit to this once top-secret 

home of the Second World War code-breakers to explore 
the achievements of the men and women who played such 
a vital part in the Allied victory. We will have a short, 
private guided tour, before giving you the chance to see the 
beautifully restored historic buildings, which vividly bring 
to life what it was like to work at Bletchley Park during 
the war.

Bletchley Park is also the birthplace of modern 
computing: for those interested in understanding more 
about its fascinating development, there is also an optional 
opportunity to visit the National Museum of Computing 
on the Bletchley Estate, which can be arranged on the day 
for an additional small fee.

Visit leaders: Jenny and Alan Cowpe
Price: £33.75 plus booking fee 

Additional fee for Computing Museum: 
£7.50 (over 60s). Arrange when on site.

Maximum number: 50
Start: 8am from Avenue Road. 

Finish: c.7.30pm at Avenue 
Road.

Refreshments: own picnic, 
or cafés on site.

Transport: coach.
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June
Friday 10 June. Talk (Live): 
Building a Great Medieval Cathedral

Peter Petrie is a guide at Gloucester Cathedral, with an 
interest in all cathedrals. His talk will focus on the huge 
surge in cathedral and church building between 1080 and 
c.1450, when it died away almost completely, and he will 
also address some of the general questions which he is often 
asked during his official duties.

Saturday 18 June. Country Walk. Start: 10am
Please see the Society’s June newsletter for details, or 

visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk.

Friday 24 June to Sunday 3 July.
MIDSUMMER MALVERN FESTIVAL

Please see separate programme on the website later in the 
year, at malverncivicsociety.org.uk.

Tuesday 28 June. 
Local Visit: the Cottage Herbery

We will enjoy an early evening visit to this fascinating 
garden at Field Farm, near Tenbury Wells, created in, and 
around, an old hop farmyard and planted in a contemporary 
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style, with choice plants and grasses. The garden is situated 
above the Teme Valley and has extensive views of the 
surrounding countryside.

There will be an opportunity to buy plants and cut flowers 
from the nursery.

Visit leader: Ann Bartlett
Price: £11 plus booking fee
Maximum number: 35
Start: 6pm. Finish: c.8.30pm
Transport: own transport or car share. Ample parking at 

the farm.
Refreshments: will be provided and are included in the 

price.
NB. Due to the uneven terrain, this visit is unsuitable for 

those with impaired mobility.

Thursday 30 June. Local Visit: Treago Castle
We will have the opportunity of a private visit to this 

interesting fortified manor house, in the parish of St 
Weonards, Herefordshire, built c.1500 probably by Sir 
Richard Mynors. It is still the home of the Mynors family 
and the tour will be led by the current owners, another 
Richard, and his wife, Fiona, who will tell us the history 
of the building and show us its features, including a priest’s 
‘hole’ or hiding place.

The visit includes tea and the chance to explore the 
lovely gardens.

Visit leader: Andrew Huntley
Price: £21 (including tea), plus booking fee
Maximum number: 30
Start: 2.30pm. Finish: c.4.30pm
Transport: own transport or car share.
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July
Friday 8 July. Talk (Live):
The History of the Malvern Theatres

Chris Basset will explore the history of the Malvern 
Theatres. Further details TBC.

Saturday 16 July. Country Walk. Start: 10am
Please see the Society’s July newsletter for details, or visit 

the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk.

Thursday 28 July. Local Visit:
Walenty Pytel Gallery and Ross-on-Wye

We will visit the creator and sculptor of Malvern’s 
iconic Buzzards in Flight at his studio and grounds in the 
morning. Lunch, at your own leisure, will be followed at 
2.30pm by a conducted tour of St Mary’s Parish Church, 
with beautiful views over the town of Ross. In the 
churchyard is the Plague Cross, erected to mark the graves 
of c.300 townsfolk, buried at night and without coffins, 
during the savage outbreak of the 1637 plague.

Visit leader: Virginia Seddon
Price: £15 (excluding lunch) plus booking fee
Maximum number: 20
Start: 10.45am. Finish: c.4pm
Transport: own transport or car share.
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August
Thursday 18 August. Local Visit:
Hereford Cathedral

Following our June talk, we will visit this beautiful 
cathedral, where the community has worshipped together 
continuously for well over 1,300 years. The day will include: 
a private conducted tour of the building and an opportunity 
to see both the famous medieval Mappa Mundi, which 
records how thirteenth century scholars interpreted the 
world in spiritual, as well as geographical, terms, and the 
fascinating seventeenth-century Chained Library, which 
holds many early and important manuscripts.

Visit leader: John Dixon
Price: £15 (excluding lunch) plus booking fee
Maximum number: 30
Start: 10.45am. Finish: c.4pm
Transport: own transport.
Refreshments: lunch at your leisure.
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An artwork by Walenty Pytel, in Rose Bank Gardens, Malvern UK.
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September
Friday 9 September. Talk (Live):
Hidden but Fascinating Tewkesbury

John Dixon (a different one!) is president of the 
Tewkesbury Historical Society and his talk will be 
an opportunity to see remnants of a failed industrial 
revolution, as well as the town’s historic buildings and 
fascinating alleys.
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Thursday 15 September.
Heritage Open Days Country Walk

Please see the Society’s September newsletter for details, 
or visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk.

Start: 2pm.

October
Friday 14 October. Talk (Live):
Farmsteads and Buildings: Recording and 
Researching the Past for the Future

Alan Wadsworth is leader of a voluntary project 
recording and researching historic farm buildings in 
Worcestershire, after leading a similar project in Wiltshire. 
His talk will examine the different types of farm buildings 
and consider how they are organised, and why. He will also 
outline the methodology used to record and research the 
buildings and provide an update on the Worcestershire 
Farmsteads Project.

Saturday 15 October. Country Walk. Start: 2pm
Please see the Society’s October newsletter for details, or 

visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk

Thursday 20 October. Coach Visit: A Day in 
Tetbury and Westonbirt

We will visit the national arboretum at Westonbirt, 
home to 2,500 different tree species from all over the globe 
and five national tree collections, to see the spectacular 
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November
Friday 11 November.
Society Annual General Meeting

Full details will be available in the October newsletter.
Start: 7.30pm.

December
Thursday 29 December.
Christmas/New Year Country Walk. Start: 10am

Please see the Society’s December newsletter for details, 
or visit the website malverncivicsociety.org.uk.

autumn colours. The visit will also include the opportunity 
to explore the attractive and historic nearby Cotswold 
town of Tetbury, with its many ancient buildings and range 
of antique shops. 

Visit leader: Roger Sutton
Refreshments: lunch and tea will be at your leisure.
All further details will be announced later in the year. 

Please see the website, TicketSource and the newsletter.
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Executive Committee 2022

President: Dr John Harcup OBE
president@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 438 097

Chairman: Andrew Huntley
chairman@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 899 455

Vice Chairman: Katharine Barber
vicechair@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 566 249

Treasurer: Jackie Oakey
treasurer@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 575 957

Committee Members:
Alan Cowpe

membership@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 569 520
Jenny Cowpe

events@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 569 520
John Dixon

01684 574 144
Stephen Goodenough

planning@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 567 150
Brian Iles

plaques@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 575 336
Michael Pritchard

railways@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 310 149
Roger Sutton

midsummermalvern@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 565 273

Non-Committee Members with special responsibilities:
Elizabeth Adlam

trees@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 892 425
Roger Sutton (until 31.3.22),

bookings@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 565 273
Felicity Ebsworth

civicawards@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 560 019
Andrew Huntley

press@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 899 455
Lesley Cutler

townwalks@malverncivicsociety.org.uk 01684 561 013
Clive Rayment

countrywalks@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 540 296
Alan Seddon

talks@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, 01684 541 547



The Aims of the Civic Society
To conserve, protect and improve the built and natural 

environment, as well as the infrastructure, of Malvern and the 
surrounding countryside.

To encourage and promote high standards of planning and 
architectural design for the enhancement, general improvement 
and appearance of Malvern and the surrounding area.

To support and promote initiatives which encourage the 
development of a strong and active community.

Planning and Awards
Throughout the year, our Planning Sub-Committee meets 

regularly and keeps a watchful eye on all new planning 
applications, aiming to ensure that over-development does not 
occur and opposing proposals that are considered insensitive or 
inappropriate in relation to the existing built environment.

To further this aim, the Society has an annual Award 
Scheme to promote good-quality design of buildings in the 
Malvern area.

Plaques
The Society is responsible for researching and displaying blue 

plaques to commemorate the historic associations of famous 
people who, in the past, lived in Malvern.

The green plaques to be seen around town are dedicated to 
those associated with the nineteenth-century Water Cure.

Membership
Now in its 64th year, the Malvern Civic Society was founded 

in 1958 and is an active, community organisation and a 
registered charity. It is entirely independent, with members 
drawn from across the area and beyond, who all care about 
Malvern, value its past and wish to protect its future. If you 
would like to join, please follow the Join Us link 
on our website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk


