Malvern Civic Society

Diary of Events
2021

Droitwich, Church of the Sacred Heart
Local Visit: 13th July

• Monthly Talks
• Monthly Country Walks
• Weekly Town Walks
• Local Visits
• Coach Excursions

malverncivicsociety.org.uk

Welcome
to our
2021 programme.
Diary of
events
2017 All our events are open to
everyone, whether a member of the society or not. If you would
like to know more about us or, perhaps, are thinking of becoming a
member, please look at our website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk
Due to the pandemic, our programme looks a little different
this year. Our talks will be given via Zoom until the Summer,
our country walks will start in June and our local visits in July.
Coach tours may be offered in the Autumn, when Government
guidance is clearer. As in 2020, events this year may also be
subject to change at short notice: for members, these changes
will be notified in our monthly Newsletter; they will also be
posted on our website and those who have pre-booked for
visits will be contacted individually.
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MARCH

Friday 12th Talk via Zoom: St. Mary’s Abbey, Cirencester
Tom Kolb is a member of Cirencester Civic Society
and his talk will cover the history of Cirencester
Abbey and its influence on the town, both past and
present.

Monthly talks are held on the second Friday of each month
and begin at 7.30pm. In the first half of the year, these are being
provided via Zoom, at no charge; we will recommence talks at the
Eden Centre, Grovewood Road, WR14 1GD (off Townsend Way),
close to the Malvern Spa and Premier Inn, when it is safe to do so.
At the Centre, refreshments are provided from 7pm and these are
included in the charge of £2 for members and £4 for non-members .
Monthly Country Walks There will be six Country Walks
during 2021, taking place on Saturday 19th June, Saturday 17th
July, Thursday, 19th August, Saturday, 18th September, Saturday
16th October and finally a Post-Christmas walk on Thursday
30th December. Walks on Saturdays will start at 10am and
the Thursday walks will begin at 2pm. There will be a mix of
demanding, moderate and relatively easy walks. There is no charge
for participating in our walks and details of each walk will be
given in the Society’s monthly Newsletter to members and on the
website. For further information, please contact Clive Rayment on
countrywalks@malverncivicsociety.org.uk

A reconstruction of the
Abbey at Cirencester,
approx 1490 AD

Local Visits usually take place in the afternoon, using your own
transport (but please note that the Droitwich Tour in July will be an
all-day visit). Bookings to be made at least two weeks in advance.
Weekly Town Walks, from Easter to Autumn, start from the
Tourist Information Centre (TIC) at 10.30am on Saturday and
Monday mornings. The fee is £5 per adult; children under 14 go
free. For groups of more than 10 people, please book beforehand at
the TIC. Coordinator Lesley Cutler can be contacted on
lesleyc.cutler@btinternet.com

Old gateway to Abbey Close,
Cirencester

Coach Excursions may be organised later in the year, when
Government guidance permits group travel. They will be advertised
in the Newsletter and on the website.
To secure a place for local/coach visits, please complete the
booking form issued with this Diary and send it to Ann Bartlett,
15 Pickersleigh Road, Malvern WR14 2RP. Each trip requires a
separate cheque payable to Malvern Civic Society. Final details will
be sent to you by email or by post.
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For terms & conditions please see the Society’s website.

APRIL
Friday 9th Talk via Zoom: A History of Jodrell Bank
Prof. Ian Morison is an astronomer and
astrophysicist; he served as the 35th Gresham
Professor of Astronomy and has made many
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from the Malvern/Worcester area, who have all
been driving electric cars for several years; the
group exists to promote the use and enjoyment of
electric vehicles. Their talk covers the reality of six
years’ of driving electric vehicles as a primary form
of transport and will answer all those questions
you have wanted to ask, but didn’t know who to
approach, and address your concerns regarding the
change from petrol and diesel.
Stephen Bell & Sheila Joynes have owned and
driven an electric vehicle since 2014

Jodrell Bank Telescopes

contributions to ‘The Sky At Night’. His talk is an
historical survey of the development of the Jodrell
Bank Observatory, with particular emphasis on the
76m Lovell telescope. Some of its most exciting early
discoveries will be described, along with its current
role in observing pulsars to test Einstein’s theories.

MAY
Friday 14th Talk via Zoom: Humanitarian Vision
Jim Holmes is a world-class photographer, who
has worked with charities such as Oxfam, Save The
Children and Water Aid, and also with the United
Nations, on assignments in over 50 countries. His
talk will introduce us to the fantastic work being
done in the developing world to support and assist
communities which need help, including projects
such as safe motherhood, health and hygiene and
access to clean water, and will be illustrated by
images from his assignments and from the upbeat,
often comical, situations in which he has often
found himself.

Saturday 19th A Family Country Walk. 10am start
Please see the Society’s June Newsletter for details
or the website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk

Friday 18th to Sunday 27th: Midsummer Malvern
Events will focus on mainly outdoor activities and a
detailed programme will be issued in due course.

JULY

Thursday 1st Local Visit: Croome Court Walled Gardens
(to be confirmed)
The Gardens are the largest Georgian walled
gardens in Britain and, fascinatingly, were the first
The Walled Garden,
Croome Court

JUNE

6th to 11th Scottish Holiday: The Art, Heritage and
Historic Houses of Glasgow, Edinburgh and
Central Scotland.
Please see website for details or contact
Clive Hooper on  

Friday 11th Talk via Zoom/Live: Living with an Electric Car
ElectrAA is a group of half a dozen enthusiasts
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in the country to grow pineapples! They are being
restored to their former glory by current owners
Karen and Chris Cronin, and we will have a guided
tour of this major restoration project, including the
Melon and Fig Houses.
Visit Leader: Eileen Clement
Provisional booking at present. Please see the
Newsletter and website for further details in due course.

Festival, Droitwch
High Street

Friday 9th Talk via Zoom/Live: The Great Fire of Windsor
Fraser Gunn originally served in the RAF, mainly
in the Middle East, and then joined the Fire
Service, later transferring to the Royal Berkshire
Fire and Rescue Service. His talk will give a brief
insight into the castle and pre-planning by the Fire
Service and castle management, and then focus on
Windsor Castle in
flames, 1992

Visit leaders: Virginia and Alan Seddon
Price: £10 Maximum 20 people
Start: 10am Own transport.
Please see the July Newsletter and website for
further details.
Saturday 17th Country Walk: Historic Development of
Upper Colwall and the Wyche 10am start.
Please see the Society’s July Newsletter for details or
the website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk

AUGUST
the events of 20th November, 1992, the fateful day
of the fire. It will also consider its aftermath and the
reconstruction which followed.

Thursday, 5th Local Visit: Three Counties’ Equine Hospital,
near Ripple
The Equine Hospital was established in 1989. It has
since expanded hugely and now employs 20 vets and

Tuesday, 13th Local Visit (all day) Droitwich Tour
We plan to explore this historic town and discover
the connections with Anglo-Saxon origins through
to the 19th century development of the spa,
courtesy of John Corbett and a ready supply of the
town’s natural brine! We will divide into two groups
and alternate between a talk in the town’s museum
and visitor centre, with a visit to the Church of the
Sacred Heart, and a guided walk through the town’s
historic hot-spots. There will be a break for lunch at
an inviting venue in the town.
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over 30 support staff, covering the Three Counties,
Shropshire, the Welsh Borders and beyond. All
breeds of horses are treated, from Shetland Pony to
Suffolk Punch, and we will be shown the ultramodern equipment and facilities on this evening
tour.
Visit leader: John Chugg (assisted by Alan and
Virginia Seddon)
Price: £7.50 At the request of the hospital, all
proceeds will be donated to Acorns Children’s
Hospice. Maximum number: 20
Start: 6pm Own transport.
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Tuesday 28th Local Visit: Worcester Porcelain Museum
Dr John Wall founded the Worcester Porcelain
Company in 1751. Sadly, the manufacturing
of china in Worcester finished in 2006, but the
Porcelain Museum continues to pay homage to its
magnificent heritage with the largest collection of
Worcester porcelain in the world.
Worcester Porcelain

Thursday 19th Country Walk: Malvern Wells/Little
Malvern. 2pm start.
Please see the Society’s August Newsletter for details
or the website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk

SEPTEMBER
Friday 10th Talk Live: The Worcestershire Regiment

Officers,1st Battalion
Worcestershire
Regiment – Egypt 1914

A recent £1.7 million Heritage Lottery grant has
enabled the museum to show off its displays to best
advantage. The visit includes an introductory film
featuring Henry and John Sandon and a talk giving
a ‘behind the scenes’ perspective. Refreshments are
available for purchase at the museum.
Visit leader: Clive Hooper
Price: £10 per person. Maximum number 25
Arrive: 2pm for 2.15pm start. Own transport

OCTOBER

Mark Jackson OBE attended Sandhurst as an
officer cadet and was then commissioned into the
Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters Regiment,
a successor to the Worcestershire Regiment. His
talk explains the history and development of the
Worcestershire Regiment and its successors, and the
footprint which they have left today on the city of
Worcester. In March 2020, Mark assumed the role of
High Sheriff of Worcestershire.
Saturday, 18th Heritage Open Days Walk. 10am start.
Please see the Society’s September Newsletter for
details or the website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk
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Dr John Wall

Friday 8th Talk Live:
Dr John Wall, Founder
of Worcester Porcelain
This talk by Chris Gait,
a former Consultant
Orthodontist and now
a Blue Badge Tourist
Guide for the Heart of
England, will support the
Civic Society’s visit to
the Worcester Porcelain
Museum in September.
In 1751 Dr John Wall
established the ‘Worcester
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Tonquin Manufactory’, which became Worcester
Royal Porcelain. But this was not the only enterprise
of the dynamic Dr Wall, as our talk will reveal!
Saturday 16th Country Walk “Around Stephen Ballard”.
10am start.
Please see the Society’s October Newsletter for
details or the website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk
Thursday 28th Local Visit: Kidderminster Carpet Museum
A group tour includes tea/coffee and biscuits with
a short talk about the museum and the history of
Kidderminster’s significance in the carpet industry,
a demonstration of hand loom and power loom
weaving, and a brief tour of the museum. This
morning visit will last approximately 2½ hours,
during which there will be free time to browse
round the museum at your leisure.

Axminster Power Loom,
Kidderminster

Visit leader: Katharine Barber
Price: £8.50 per person. Maximum number 40
Lunch: Bring your own or choose a café or
restaurant in the town centre.
Arrive: 10.30am Own transport. Rail option may
be available, involving a walk from and to the
station; details will be made available by the visit
leader at a later date.

NOVEMBER

Friday 12th Annual General Meeting
Time: 7.30pm. Further details will be available in
the October Newsletter.

DECEMBER
Thursday 30th A Post-Christmas Country Walk.
10am start.
Please see the Society’s December Newsletter for
details or the website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2021
President
president

01684 438 097

chairman

01684 899 455

vicechair

01684 566 249

treasurer

07837 909 379

Alan Cowpe

membership

01684 569 520

Jenny Cowpe

events

01684 569 520

John Dixon

awards

01684 574 144

Stephen Goodenough

planning

01684 567 150

Brian Iles

plaques

01684 575 336

Michael Pritchard

railways

01684 310 149

Roger Sutton

midsummermalvern

01684 565 273

Dr John Harcup OBE
Chairman
Andrew Huntley
Vice Chairman
Katharine Barber
Treasurer
Ed Davies
Committee Members

Non-Committee Members with special responsibilities
Elizabeth Adlam

trees

01684 892 425

Ann Bartlett

bookings

01684 561 510

Felicity Ebsworth

distribution

01684 560 019

Andrew Huntley

press

01684 899 455

Lesley Cutler

townwalks

01684 561 013

Clive Rayment

countrywalks

01684 540 296

Cara Roslington

archives

01684 575 758

Alan Seddon

talks

01684 541 547

The title in the middle column shows the email address, which
is of the form title@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, for example
chairman@malverncivicsociety.org.uk
Reg. charity no. 1117906

malverncivicsociety.org.uk
Design & typesettting – John Roslington
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The aims of the Civic Society are
• to conserve, protect and improve the built and natural
environment, as well as the infrastructure, of Malvern and the
surrounding countryside
• to encourage and promote high standards of planning and
architectural design for the enhancement, general improvement
and appearance of Malvern and the surrounding area
• to support and promote initiatives which encourage the
development of a strong and active community.
Planning and awards
Throughout the year, our Planning Sub-Committee meets
regularly and keeps a watchful eye on all new planning
applications, aiming to ensure that over-development does not
occur and opposing proposals that are considered insensitive or
inappropriate in relation to the existing built environment.
Station House, Malvern Link
Railway Station — Civic Awards
Winner 2020

To further this aim, the Society has an annual Award Scheme to
promote good quality design of buildings in the Malvern area.
Plaques
The Society is responsible for researching and displaying blue
plaques to commemorate the historic associations of famous
people who, in the past, lived in Malvern.
The green plaques to be seen around town are dedicated to
those associated with the 19th century Water Cure.
Membership
Now in its 63rd year, the Malvern Civic Society was founded in
 and is an active community organisation and a registered
charity. It is entirely independent, with members drawn from
across the area and beyond, who all care about Malvern, value
its past and wish to protect its future. If you would like to join,
please follow the Join Us link on our website:
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