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Diary of events 2017
This leaflet tells you about our 2019 programme. All talks, walks, 
visits and excursions are open to everyone, whether a member of 
the Society or not. If you would like to know more about us, or 
perhaps are thinking of becoming a member, please look at our 
website: malverncivicsociety.org.uk

• Monthly Talks begin at 7pm and are held in the Eden Centre, 
Grovewood Road, WR14 1GD (off Townsend Way), close to The 
Malvern (Spa) hotel and Premier Inn. There is a charge of £2 for 
members and £4 for non-members — this includes refreshments 
before each meeting.

• Monthly Country Walks generally take place on the third 
Saturday morning of the months of March, April, May, June, 
July and September starting at 10am.  However, this year there 
are two exceptions to this: a re-introduced Christmas/New Year 
walk on Saturday, 28th December, starting at 10am and, by 
popular demand, a shorter and less demanding mid-week walk, 
starting at 2.30pm on Thursday, 30th May.  The latter is being 
introduced as something of a ‘trial’ and, if it proves popular, will 
be included in the 2020 programme. Details of each walk will be 
given in the Society’s monthly email or contact Clive Rayment 
01684 540296

• Weekly Town Walks from Easter to Autumn, start from the 
Tourist Information Centre (TIC) at 10.30am on Saturday and 
Sunday mornings. The fee is £5 per person. Groups of more than 
10 people, please book beforehand at the TIC. Co-ordinator 
Denise Preston 07712983274.

• Local visits usually take place in an afternoon, using your own 
transport. The charge is £5 (£4 for the venue and £1 for the 
Society), unless otherwise stated. Booking and payment should 
be done at least two weeks in advance to secure a place. Please 
use a separate cheque, made payable to Malvern Civic Society, 
for each visit. Final details are sent by email or by post. 
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Malvern Civic Society
• Coach Excursions Completed booking forms, issued with this 

Diary, should be sent at least three weeks before the event to 
secure a place to Ann Bartlett, 15 Pickersleigh Road, Malvern, 
WR14 2RP, enclosing a separate cheque, made payable to 
Malvern Civic Society, for each trip. Final details are sent by 
email or by post. The coach pick-up point in Avenue Road is 
opposite The Willows newsagents. For terms and conditions, 
please see the Society’s website. 

January
Friday 11th Talk:  When We Run Out of Water

Here in NW Europe we feel water is limitless but 
we will run out of it before we run out of oil.  What 
can we do about it now and are there plans for the 
future?
MCS committee member Elizabeth Adlam is a 
biologist, ecologist and anthropologist.

February
Friday 8th Talk:  The Promotion of Entrepreneurship in 

and around Malvern
Adrian Burdon is the Technical Director of KEY 
IQ, an organisation which, amongst other things, 
manages the Wyche Innovation Centre.  He 
organises events such as the Annual Festival of 
Innovation, TEDx Malvern and Malvern Science in 
the Park.

Thursday 14th Local Visit: Severn Waste Services’ 
Recycling Facility, Norton

MCS had a very successful visit here four years 
ago.  It is time to visit this important environmental 
facility again.
Meet at 2pm at EnviroSort, Woodbury Lane, 
Norton, on the outskirts of Worcester.  Postcode 
WR5 2DF.  Maximum number 30.  Try to share a 
car.  The visit is free.
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Diary of events 2017
March

Friday 8th Talk: Dickens among the Cold Waterers
“A most beautiful place”, is how Charles Dickens 

described Great Malvern in a letter 
to a friend in 1851.  A week earlier 
he had made arrangements to place 
his wife Catherine under the care 
of Dr James Wilson.  They stayed in 
Malvern for about a month.
Dr Tony Williams, past President 
of the International Dickens 
Fellowship and academic advisor 
to the Charles Dickens Museum 
in London, will examine Dickens’ 
reaction to Malvern and its Water 
Cure.

Thursday 14th Local Visit: A Day Exploring Worcester 
Cathedral

Meet at the Cathedral entrance at 10.15am and 
begin with a tour of the building and its grounds, 
finding out about its history, architecture, events 
and people connected with it.
At 12.15 enjoy an optional organ recital and then 
buy lunch at the refectory or one of the local cafes.
Meet at 2pm for a visit to the Mason’s yard and for 
a tour of the medieval Cathedral library, which is 
full of historic treasures from the 7th to the 20th 
centuries, though access is by a spiral staircase of 39 
steps.  The tours will finish at about 4pm.

• Trip Leader: Alan Seddon.  Tel: 01684 541547 or 
email alanseddon@gmail.com

• Cost: £17 (£5 reduction if you do not wish to visit 
the library)  Maximum number 40. 

Saturday 16th Country Walk.  10am start
Please see Society’s March email for details.

april
Friday 12th Talk: SS Great Britain – From Launch to 

Re‑Launch
Ian Craskie works alongside The SS Great Britain 
Trust and travels the country giving his talk about 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s famous ship that 
changed history.
This will be a very good introduction for those 
going on the Society’s coach excursion to SS Great 
Britain next month.
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Wednesday 17th Coach Excursion: Stokesay Castle and 
Ludlow

We shall visit Stokesay Castle in the morning.  This 
is the finest and best-preserved fortified manor 
house in England.  It is owned by English Heritage.  
We shall then move on to Ludlow, which is one 
of the most attractive and historic towns in the 
country.  We hope that a member of Ludlow Civic 
Society will lead us on a tour.

• Trip Leader: Andrew Huntley.  Tel: 01684 899455.
• Cost: £25 (English Heritage Members £18.50)   

Maximum number 49
• Lunch:  Bring your own or choose a café or 

restaurant in Ludlow.
• Start: Avenue Road at 9am. Return at about 6.30pm.

Saturday 27th Country Walk.  10am start.

May
Friday 10th Talk:  Highcroft Highlights

Faith Renger and Ann Backhouse from the Malvern 
Museum share the Museum’s research into the 
history of the house and its occupants.  Highcroft, 
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Diary of events 2017which lies almost completely hidden between 
Graham Road and Bank Street, was built in 1851 
and four generations of the same family lived there.  
Faith and Ann will bring a wealth of information 
and artefacts to tell the story.

Wednesday 15th Coach Excursion: Bristol.  SS Great 
Britain and Brunel Museum

SS Great Britain, a revolutionary ship designed by 
the great engineer I.K. Brunel and launched in 1843, 
now lies in the dry dock in which she was built.  
After sailing the world’s oceans, she was abandoned 
and only saved from dereliction in 1970. She has 
now been brilliantly restored in every detail.
Now beside her is the brand-new museum, Being 
Brunel, which is the first national museum devoted 
to Brunel.

• Trip leader:  John Dixon.  Tel: 01684 574144.
• Cost: £25 (To include tour of ship and museum 

entry).  Maximum number 49
• Lunch: Bring your own or get a light lunch at the 

Harbourside Kitchen.
• Start: Avenue Road at 9am. Return at about 6pm.

Saturday 18th Country Walk  10am start
Thursday 30th Special Country Walk.   2.30pm start

Please refer to page two of this Diary of Events and 
to the Society’s May email.

June
Thursday 6th Local Visit: Chateau Impney Hotel, 

Droitwich WR9 0BN
Chateau Impney was built in 1875 by the wealthy 
salt-magnate John Corbett for his wife who was part 
French and part Irish.  They met in Paris and both 
loved French chateaux.  John Corbett had one built 
near the town where his fortune had been made.  
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Sadly, his grand gesture had little effect, as the 
marriage was not a happy one and his wife moved to 
another house in Wales.  Chateau Impney has been 
a hotel since 1925. 

• Trip leader:  Clive Hooper.  Tel: 01684 562214. 
Email clive.hooper@hotmail.co.uk

• Cost: £8 (To include a cream tea)  Maximum 
number: 25

• Start: 2pm.
Friday 14th Talk:  The History of the Manor of Strensham

Gordon Sawyer has researched and recently written 
a book about this topic and will explain the links 
between Strensham Court and Huddington Court.  
This will be an excellent introduction for those 
considering joining our outing to Huddington 
Court later in the year.

Saturday 15th Country Walk.  10am start
Friday 21st Midsummer Malvern begins and continues 

until Sunday, 30th June
Please see the separate brochure and our Facebook 
page available nearer the time for details of the 
week’s community activities.

Wednesday 26th MCS Midsummer Party at The Firs, 
Elgar’s Birthplace, Broadheath

An evening (6.30pm to 9pm) for Society members 
at this deeply significant location in the nation’s 
musical heritage.  Music for a summer evening 
will be performed by a small group. Details and 
invitations will be issued later, and will be on our 
website.

July 
Friday 5th Talk:  The National Memorial Arboretum

A representative of the National Memorial 
Arboretum will relate the history of the 
development of this magnificent year-round 
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Diary of events 2017
national site of remembrance, recognising the 
service and sacrifice of the British Armed Forces 
and civilian community.  An appetiser, we hope, for 
the planned visit in September.

Tuesday 9th Coach Excursion: Kentchurch Court
Kentchurch Court, near Pontrilas, Herefordshire, 
has been the home of the Scudamores for nearly 
a thousand years.  Ralph Scudamore, the first 
recorded member of the family, built a castle here in 
1052 and, although many changes have been made 
since then, with John Nash carrying out a thorough 
‘modernisation’ in 1795, the family has remained in 
residence.  Mrs Lucas-Scudamore is very much in 
control of arrangements today.  The extensive estate 
and gardens provide a beautiful setting.

• Cost: £27 (To include tours of house and garden, 
but not lunch).  Maximum number 40

• Lunch: Nicely cooked and served lunches are 
available in the house.  Details and menu will be 
sent to those who book.  Alternatively, bring your 
own picnic lunch.

• Start: Avenue Road at 9.30am. Return at about 
5.30pm.

Saturday 20th Country Walk.  10am start

SepteMber
Friday 13th Talk:  The Worcester Story

Paul Harding and Helen Lee of Discover History 
were the winners of the Worcestershire Education 
Award in 2017 for Community Engagement and 
their talks are highly recommended.  Find out more 
about the fascinating history of Worcester and the 
making of a cathedral city.  This complements our 
visit to Worcester Cathedral earlier in the year.

Saturday 21st Country Walk.  10am start
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Tuesday 24th Local Visit: Huddington Court, near 

Droitwich.  WR9 7LT Grid ref 942 573
According to Pevsner, this 15th century, moated, 
half-timbered mansion is “the most picturesque 
house in Worcestershire” and is not usually 
open to the public.  It played a central role in the 
Gunpowder Plot of 1605.  After years of decline, 
it was rescued and restored in the 20th century by 
the present owner.  The grounds and garden have 
been attractively developed with structures from 
other historic venues.  Next door is an interesting 
medieval church.  

• Trip leader:  John Dixon.  Tel: 01684 574144
• Cost: £11 (To include tour of house and garden).  

Maximum number: 30
• Start: 1.45 for 2pm.

OctOber
Friday 11th Talk:  Remembering Powick Hospital

Powick Hospital was opened in 1852 as the 
Worcestershire City and County Pauper Lunatic 
Asylum.

It finally closed in 1989 and very little of it now 
remains.  Ken Crump, one of our members, trained 
and worked there as a Registered Psychiatric 
Nurse from 1963 until 1989 and he has a wealth 
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of knowledge about the extensive buildings and 
many, many people who were treated there.  The 
young Edward Elgar held one of his first musical 
appointments as master of the Asylum Band.

Wednesday 16th Coach Excursion: The National 
Memorial Arboretum

The idea of a National Memorial Arboretum was 
first conceived in 1988.  It finally opened at Alrewas, 
near Lichfield in Staffordshire in 2001.  It honours 
the service and sacrifice of the British Armed Forces 
and civilian organisations and features over 350 
symbolic and thought-provoking memorials.  It 
encompasses 150 acres of beautifully landscaped 
countryside.  It won the Large Visitor Attraction 
Award in 2018.

• Trip leader:  Virginia Seddon.  Tel. 01684 541547.
• Cost: £18 (To include a half-hour journey 

for everyone on the land train as a general 
introduction.)  Maximum number 49

• Lunch: There is a cafeteria serving hot and cold 
meals, or bring your own picnic.

• Start: Avenue Road at 9am. Return at about 6pm.

nOveMber
Friday 8th Annual General Meeting

This will be followed by a talk by our eminent 
president Dr John Harcup OBE, entitled ‘Jokes and 
Japes of Edward Elgar’.

DeceMber
Saturday 28th A Christmas/New Year Walk

Led by Vice-President Roger Sutton, this re-
introduces an activity which used to be a feature of 
our calendar of events. Start: 10am. 
See Society’s December email for details.10

National Memorial Arboretum
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Malvern Civic Society
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2019

President
Dr John Harcup OBE president 01684 438 097

Chairman
Andrew Huntley chairman 01684 899 455

Vice Chairman
Katharine Barber  vicechair 01684 566 249

Hon Secretary
Walter Brooks secretary 01684 891 159

Committee Members
Elizabeth Adlam  trees 01684 892 425
Jonathan Bailey  strategy 01684 572 533
Jennifer Chuck membership 01684 564 694
Peter Clement railways 01684 891 815
John Dixon awards 01684 574 144
Felicity Ebsworth  distribution 01684 560 019
Stephen Goodenough planning  01684 567 150
Brian Iles plaques 01684 575 336
Alan Seddon talks 01684 541 547
Roger Sutton midsummermalvern 01684 565 273

Non‑Committee Members with special responsibilities
Ann Bartlett  bookings  01684 561 510
Clive Hooper press 01684 562 214
Denise Preston  townwalks  07712 983 274
Clive Raymant  countrywalks 01684 540 296
Cara Roslington archives 01684 575 758

The title in the middle column shows the email address, which 
is of the form title@malverncivicsociety.org.uk, for example, 

chairman@malverncivicsociety.org.uk

Reg. charity no. 111 7906
malverncivicsociety.org.uk

Design & typesettting – John Roslington 11

By Protest and Persuasion is a 
fully-illustrated 46-page booklet 
produced by Society members 
for the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Society. It is an 
excellent read and in 2018 was 
reprinted to celebrate 60 years 
since our foundation in 1958. 

If you would like a copy (£5), 
please contact Elizabeth Adlam 
(details above).
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• The aims of the Civic Society are 

— to conserve and protect the best elements of Malvern’s 
heritage in the built and natural environment.
— to encourage and promote high standards of planning and 
architectural design for the enhancement, general improvement 
and appearance of Great Malvern and the surrounding area.

• Planning and awards
Throughout the year our planning sub-committee regularly 
meets and keeps a watchful eye on all new planning 
applications and tries to ensure that over-development does 
not occur, opposing proposals that are considered insensitive or 
inappropriate in relation to the existing built environment.
To further this aim, the Society has an annual Award Scheme to 
promote good-quality design of buildings in the Malvern area.

• Plaques
The Society is responsible for researching and displaying blue 
plaques to commemorate the historic associations of famous 
people who, in the past, lived in Malvern.
The green plaques to be seen around town are dedicated to 
those associated with the 19th century Water Cure.

• Membership
Now in its 61st year, the Malvern Civic Society was founded in 
1958 and is a voluntary organisation and a registered charity. It 
is entirely independent, with members drawn from across the 
area and beyond, who all care about Malvern, value its past and 
wish to protect its future. There are over 400 members of the 
Society. If you would like to join, please follow the Join Us link 
on our website:

malverncivicsociety.org.uk

Walenty Pytel’s ‘Buzzards’ 
— a modern sculpture 
in Rose Bank Gardens, 
overlooking the town.
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